Mission Produce’s Founder, President, & CEO Steve Barnard Selected as an EY Entrepreneur Of The
Year® 2021 Greater Los Angeles Award Finalist
June 17, 2021
Barnard is named to the 35th class of unstoppable entrepreneurs who transform Greater Los Angeles and beyond
OXNARD, Calif., June 17, 2021 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Mission Produce, Inc. (NASDAQ: AVO) (“Mission”), the world leader in sourcing, producing,
and distributing fresh Hass avocados, today announced that its Founder, President, and CEO Steve Barnard was named an Ernst & Young LLP (EY
US) Entrepreneur Of The Year® 2021 Greater Los Angeles Award finalist. Now in its 35th year, the Entrepreneur Of The Year program honors
unstoppable business leaders whose ambition, ingenuity and courage in the face of adversity help catapult us from the now to next and beyond.
Barnard was selected by a panel of independent judges. Award winners will be announced during a special virtual celebration on July 29 and will
become lifetime members of an esteemed community of Entrepreneur Of The Year alumni from around the world.
“I’m proud to represent Mission Produce among some of the most influential businesspeople in the country,” said Barnard. “Over the last four decades,
Mission has left an incredible mark on the industry, leading the way and setting the standard in the avocado business. It’s a great honor to have the
opportunity to highlight the work we’ve done in such a prestigious program.”
A respected agribusiness veteran from Filmore, Calif., Barnard founded Mission Produce in 1983. Today, Mission is the largest avocado operation in
the world with its worldwide facilities servicing retail, wholesale, and foodservice companies in over 25 countries. Under Barnard’s leadership, Mission
was a pioneer in the avocado revolution, which is now valued at $6.5 billion in the U.S. alone and estimated to grow to $8 billion by 2023. As the
highest-ranking executive at Mission, Barnard is responsible for making critical business decisions and providing the general direction of the
organization.
Entrepreneur Of The Year is one of the preeminent competitive award programs for entrepreneurs and leaders of high-growth companies. The
nominees are evaluated based on six criteria: entrepreneurial leadership; talent management; degree of difficulty; financial performance; societal
impact and building a values-based company; and originality, innovation and future plans. Since its launch, the program has expanded to recognize
business leaders in more than 145 cities in over 60 countries around the world.
Regional award winners are eligible for consideration for the Entrepreneur Of The Year National Awards, to be announced in November at the
Strategic Growth Forum®, one of the nation’s most prestigious gatherings of high-growth, market-leading companies. The Entrepreneur Of The Year
National Overall Award winner will then move on to compete for the EY World Entrepreneur Of The Year™ Award in June 2022.
About Mission Produce, Inc.:
Mission Produce is the global leader in the worldwide avocado business. Since 1983, Mission Produce has been sourcing, producing and
distributing fresh Hass avocados, and as of 2021, fresh mangos, to retail, wholesale and foodservice customers in over 25 countries. The vertically
integrated Company owns and operates four state-of-the-art packing facilities in key growing locations globally including California, Mexico & Peru and
has additional sourcing capabilities in Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, New Zealand, & South Africa, which allow the company to
provide a year-round supply of premium fruit. Mission’s global distribution network includes twelve forward distribution centers in North America, China
& Europe that offer value-added services such as ripening, bagging, custom packing and logistical management. In addition, Mission owns over
14,000 acres globally, allowing for diversified sourcing and access to complementary growing seasons, while ensuring its customers receive the
highest quality fruit possible. For more information, please visit www.missionproduce.com.
About Entrepreneur Of The Year®
Entrepreneur Of The Year® is the world’s most prestigious business awards program for unstoppable entrepreneurs. These visionary leaders deliver
innovation, growth and prosperity that transform our world. The program engages entrepreneurs with insights and experiences that foster growth. It
connects them with their peers to strengthen entrepreneurship around the world. Entrepreneur Of The Year is the first and only truly global awards
program of its kind. It celebrates entrepreneurs through regional and national awards programs in more than 145 cities in over 60 countries. National
Overall winners go on to compete for the EY World Entrepreneur Of The Year™ title.ey.com/us/eoy
About EY Private
As Advisors to the ambitious™, EY Private professionals possess the experience and passion to support private businesses and their owners in
unlocking the full potential of their ambitions. EY Private teams offer distinct insights born from the long EY history of working with business owners
and entrepreneurs. These teams support the full spectrum of private enterprises including private capital managers and investors and the portfolio
businesses they fund, business owners, family businesses, family offices and entrepreneurs. Visit ey.com/us/private
About EY
EY exists to build a better working world, helping create long-term value for clients, people and society and build trust in the capital markets.
Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams in over 150 countries provide trust through assurance and help clients grow, transform and
operate.

Working across assurance, consulting, law, strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask better questions to find new answers for the complex issues
facing our world today.
EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate
legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. Information about how EY collects
and uses personal data and a description of the rights individuals have under data protection legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY member
firms do not practice law where prohibited by local laws. For more information about our organization, please visit ey.com.
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